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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08A is a listing of documents known to 
applicants in order to comply with applicants' duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56 
and §1.97. A copy of each of the listed documents are being submitted to comply with the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.97-1.99. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or is considered to be material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .56(b). Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action which would be appropriate 
to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is determined 
to be a prima facie prior art reference against the claims of the present application. 



RELEVANCE STATEMENT 



The relevance of the documents are described in the present specification. 



U.S. Application No. 10/561,200 
Inventor(s): Kazuhiro AIHARAet al. 



Attorney Docket No. 40072-0025 



An English language translation of Documents A01 and A02 are not readily available; 
however, the absence of such translation does not relieve the PTO from its duty to consider 
the submitted document (37 CFR § 1 .98 and MPEP §609). A copy of the English abstract for 
each document is attached. Document A01(a), U.S. Patent No. 5,990,101, is the English 
equivalent to Document A01, WO 01/53305. 



The instant Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in compliance with 37 CFR 
§1.97(b) prior to the mailing date of the first official action, therefore, no fee is required in 
connection with its filing. However, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any 
deficiency or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 08-1641. 

Applicants respectfully requests that the listed documents be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form 
PTO/SB/08A be returned in accordance with M.P.E.P. §609. 



TIMING/FEE 



HELLER EHRMAN LLP 
1717 Rhode Island Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
(o) (202)912-2000 
(fax) (202) 912-2020 





Attorney for Applicant 
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Application Number 




Filing Date 


December 19, 2005 


First Named Inventor 


Kazuhiro AIHARA et al. 
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